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Coliseum International Rome 
Film Festival 3rd Edition 2023
“Filmmaking is a chance to live many lifetimes.” – Robert Altman

On 5th December 2023, Greenwich University 
achieved a remarkable milestone as the film 
The Final Match secured its place among the 
finalists at the prestigious Coliseum International 
Rome Film Festival 3rd Edition 2023. The film, was 
directed by Mr. Yasir Durrani, with contributions 
from filmmakers Mr. Shahrukh Farooq and Mr. 
Nasir Malik, post-production by Mr. Zahid Ahmed, 
and executive production under the guidance of 

Mr. Faham Haqqi, Head of Production & Film at Greenwich University, highlights the university’s growing 
presence in the global film industry.

The film is inspired by the heroic incident involving Aitizaz Ahsan, a martyr from KPK Hangu, whose 
courageous act saved countless lives. This poignant tribute to bravery and sacrifice resonated deeply 
with international and national audiences alike, earning the film three international awards and two 
national-level awards. Notably, The Final Match triumphed at the Kalakari Festival and the Swift Festival, 
where it won 1st prize, and was nominated as a finalist at the Gandhara Festival.
This recognition at the Coliseum International Rome Film Festival showcases the exceptional talent 
and dedication of the Greenwich University 
team, emphasizing the role of higher education 
in fostering creative industries. The achievement 
also highlights the alignment with SDG 4: Quality 
Education, which advocates for inclusive, quality 
education and promotes lifelong learning 
opportunities for all, especially in the creative fields.

This achievement serves as a reminder that with 
determination, education, and creativity, students 
and alumni of Greenwich University are making an indelible impact on the global stage.



Masnavi
Yasir Durrani
A Film By

Secures 1st Palce at SWIFF 2022

“Every frame tells a story; every story has the power to change the world.”                  – Yasir Durrani

On November 29, 2023, Masnavi, a film by Muhammad Yasir Durrani, a student of Film Studies earned 
an Honorable Mention at the Southwestern International Film Festival (SWIFF) 2022. Amidst 5,400 
global entries from 120 countries, Masnavi stood out as a shining example of creative excellence. 
This recognition speaks volumes about the immense talent nurtured at Greenwich University, where 
innovation and artistic expression come to life.

The film’s success at SWIFF 2022, where it was judged among 5,400 entries from 128 countries, highlights 
the power of storytelling in a global context. Masnavi won the 1st Prize, marking it as a masterpiece that 
resonated deeply with audiences and judges alike.

As Masnavi continues to receive recognition on 
the global stage, it exemplifies the power of film 
to connect cultures, inspire change, and highlight 
the importance of creative education in today’s 
world. This achievement is yet another milestone 
in Greenwich University’s journey of shaping future 
leaders in every field.

“Greenwich University strives to transform you into the best version of yourself.”
~Faham Uddin Haqqi, Head of Production & Films



Greenwich University Hosts Rectors Conference Regional 
Roundtable Paving the Way for Transformative Education
In a collaborative effort with the Association of Private Sector Universities 

of Pakistan (APSUP) Sindh chapter, Greenwich University proudly played 

host to the Rectors Conference Regional Roundtable in Karachi on October 

20, 2023. This significant gathering welcomed esteemed guests, including 

Vice Chancellors of both private and public sector universities in Sindh, 

APSUP directors and management, delegates from HEC Islamabad and 

Sindh, as well as members of collaborative partners.

Ms. Seema Mughal, the Vice Chancellor of Greenwich University and 

Secretary General, Sindh, APSUP, extended a warm welcome to the 

participants. The event set the stage for the upcoming 4th Rectors’ 

Conference, scheduled from December 1-3, 2023, in Islamabad. As a 

prelude, the Roundtable brought together thought leaders from academia 

to engage in in-depth discussions and collaborative sessions on three key 

themes that are paramount to the transformation of education in Pakistan.

The first theme, “Pakistan’s Higher Education and Global Challenges,” 

addressed the evolving landscape of higher education in the face of 

global challenges. The second theme focused on “Strategies for creating 

impact through the integration of entrepreneurship and research 

commercialization in higher education,” exploring avenues to foster 

innovation and entrepreneurial spirit within academic institutions. Lastly, 

the Roundtable tackled the theme “Assessing the impact of emerging 

technologies and AI on higher education,” delving into the transformative 

role of technology in shaping the future of academia.

The insights and recommendations generated from these discussions 

are poised to shape the agenda of the highly anticipated 4th Rectors’ 

Conference 2023. Organized by APSUP, this upcoming conference is 

themed “Sustainable Workforce Development: HR, Innovation, and 

Technology in Harmony.” The event promises to delve into critical areas of 

academia-industry collaboration, with a particular focus on the interplay 

of human resources, innovation, and technology.

With a diverse array of themes and sub-themes, the 4th Rectors’ 

Conference seeks to forge stronger ties between academia and industry, 

paving the way for a more sustainable and innovative workforce in 

Pakistan. The conclusions drawn from the Regional Roundtable in Karachi 

will play a crucial role in informing the deliberative processes at the main 

conference, ensuring that the discussions remain relevant, impactful, 

and aligned with the dynamic needs of the evolving higher education 

landscape in Pakistan. This collaborative effort marks a significant step 

towards transforming the educational paradigm in the region, fostering 

innovation, and preparing students for the challenges of the future.



Bilingual Declamation Competition
Organized by the Debate& Diplomat Society
Greenwich University hosted the Bilingual Declamation Competition 

on November 6, 2023. The event, organized by the Debate & Diplomat 

Society, under the guidance of Society Mentor Ms. Eesha Ali and 

Coordinator Hira Khan, brought together 40 brilliant students from 

Karachi’s top universities, including IBA, Karachi University, NUST, FAST, 

Bahria, NED, and Jinnah University for Women.

The event buzzed with excitement as participants showcased their 

rejuvenated ideas, tackling thought-provoking topics in both English and 

Urdu. From poetry to persuasive speeches, the competitors captivated 

the audience with their passion, creativity, and knack for engaging the 

crowd. Ms. Hiba, the gracious host of the English segment, guided the 

event with charm and professionalism, ensuring a seamless flow. The 

soulful recitation of the Holy Quran by Mr. Hashir Saleem and a heartfelt 

Naat added depth and grace to the occasion, setting the tone for a day 

of meaningful dialogue.

The event reinforced the belief that fostering articulate discourse is key 

to nurturing future leaders capable of addressing global challenges. The 

diversity of participants—representing a range of academic disciplines 

and institutions—highlighted the inclusivity that Greenwich University 

values. As one participant noted, “It’s not just about winning; it’s about 

learning, sharing ideas, and finding your voice.” The competition fostered 

an atmosphere of unity and mutual respect, showcasing the power of 

dialogue to connect minds and inspire progress.

The event’s impact extended beyond the stage. It served as a platform 

to empower youth, encouraging them to think critically, express their 

ideas with clarity, and contribute to society as informed and empathetic 

citizens. Events like these embody Greenwich University’s commitment 

to nurturing talent and promoting a culture of dialogue, debate, and 

diplomacy.

As the curtains fell on this inspiring day, the participants, audience, 

and judges walked away with a renewed appreciation for the art of 

communication and its role in shaping a better future.

 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change 

the world.” 

~Nelson Mandela



Climate Change and Causes
Greenwich University Hosts the Sustainability Summit 2023 
in Collaboration with WWF-Pakistan
Greenwich University, in collaboration with WWF-Pakistan, successfully hosted the Sustainability Summit 2023 on September 

5, 2023, marking a significant milestone in the effort to promote environmental sustainability. Held at Greenwich University in 

Karachi, the event brought together a diverse group of stakeholders, fostering collaboration and dialogue in the pursuit of a 

more sustainable future.

The summit, themed “Climate Change and Causes: Effects on the Environment and Pathways to Sustainability,” featured 

insightful discussions aimed at addressing the urgent need for sustainable practices. With a strong alignment to the United 

Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the program focused on environmental sustainability and 

provided a platform for students, industry leaders, and climate advocates to explore ways to combat climate change.

Distinguished figures from various sectors graced the event, including Naveed Mughal, Student Provost at Greenwich University, 

Ms. Fatima Khan, Coordinator of the Climate and Energy Program at WWF-Pakistan, Dr. Khalid Waleed from SDPI, Anusha Fatima, 

Founder of Trash It, Farahnaz Zahidi from The Third Pole, celebrity activist Ayesha Omer, actor and climate activist Zulfikar Bhutto, 

Salman Tariq and Omar Ghaznavi from Davaam, and Kashif Abbas, Head of Marketing at My Water Pakistan. The summit was 

moderated by Mr. Ali Jillani, Director of ORIC, who delivered an introductory speech on the pressing issue of climate change

.The summit explored the transition from the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to the SDGs, focusing on critical policy 

issues at both regional and global levels. Mr. Ghazi Salahuddin, Regional Head for Sindh and Balochistan at WWF-Pakistan, 

emphasized the summit’s role in fostering a deeper connection between climate change advocates and students aspiring to 

drive change. He stated, “The Sustainability Summit plays an important role in establishing and nurturing a deeper link between 

climate change advocates and students aspiring to become active change makers. Through these conversations, we can 

highlight the critical need for sustainable practices, greener communities, and cleaner spaces to reduce the loss of life on the 

planet.”

The summit featured engaging panel discussions on a variety of topics, including clean energy practices, sustainable cities and 

communities, climate action, hunger eradication, and the importance of safe and clean water and sanitation. The discussions 

also delved into the challenges and solutions required to preserve life below water and on land.

The Sustainability Summit 2023, presented in collaboration with WWF-Pakistan and FAHMEE PR, Events & Digital, also saw the 

support of key partners, including Ticketwala as the ticketing partner and FM 91 as the radio partner. This event marked an 

important step toward forging partnerships and promoting sustainability, driving the collective effort towards a more resilient, 

eco-conscious future.



In a dedicated effort to empower tomorrow’s leaders, Greenwich University hosted a transformative Voter Education Session 

and Mock Poll Exercise on November 8, 2023. This initiative 

directly contributes to the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goal 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong 

Institutions, by fostering civic engagement, promoting 

democratic values, and building a foundation for 

responsible citizenship.

 The Voter Education Session, led by Ms. Azra Mahesar 

and Mr. Muhammad Samiullah, played a pivotal role in 

enlightening students about the democratic process, 

emphasizing the significance of their role in shaping the 

nation’s destiny. By providing insights into the electoral 

system, the session contributes to the creation of 

informed and responsible citizens.

The collaboration between Greenwich University and the 

Election Commission of Pakistan exemplifies the university’s commitment to nurturing responsible and informed citizens. The 

initiative not only provides a valuable educational experience but also actively contributes to the promotion of peace, justice, 

and strong institutions by instilling a sense of civic responsibility among the youth.

As Greenwich University continues to invest in the democratic education of its students, the Voter Education Session and Mock 

Poll Exercise stand as a testament         to the university’s dedication to creating a socially   responsible generation. By fostering 

a culture of informed civic participation, the university is paving the way for a future where active citizens contribute to the 

nation’s progress with a deep understanding of their rights and responsibilities.

Greenwich University Hosts 
Voter Education Session and Mock Poll Exercise



Lights, Camera,Impact!
Greenwich Filmmakers
Shine on Global  Platforms
On October 5, 2023, Greenwich University’s 

Department of Media Art and Design proudly 

celebrates its filmmakers’ outstanding 

achievements. On this day, World Behind the 

Camera, a thought-provoking documentary by 

Shifa Usman, Hadiqa Khurram, and Chaudhary 

Noman, clinched the Best Documentary award 

at the prestigious Naqsh Digital Film Festival, 

hosted by the Pakistan National Council of 

the Arts (PNCA). Furthermore, Zahid Ahmed 

Baloch’s short film Ugly earned international 

recognition, securing second prize at the TIFFS 

- The International Film Festival of Srinagar 

2023, held in Srinagar, India.

Aligned with the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG) 4: Quality Education, 

these accomplishments underscore the role 

of creative arts in fostering critical thinking, 

innovation, and cross-cultural dialogue.

World Behind the Camera offered audiences 

an exclusive look at the filmmaking process, 

from conceptualization to post-production. 

The team shared insights into their roles as 

writers, editors, and screenwriters, illustrating 

the collaborative effort required to bring a vision to life. The film was supervised by Mr. Faham Uddin Haqqi, Head of Production 

and Films, whose guidance and expertise played a pivotal role in shaping this award-winning documentary.

Zahid Ahmed Baloch captivated audiences with Ugly, a short film that explores the contrast between external appearances 

and inner beauty. This gripping narrative challenges societal norms and highlights the complexity of human identity. Zahid’s 

success at TIFFS is a tribute to Greenwich University’s dedication to nurturing creative talent with global aspirations.

These achievements reaffirm Greenwich University’s position as a hub for artistic excellence, where students are empowered 

to make meaningful contributions to the global film industry. We take immense pride in our filmmakers’ success and remain 

committed to fostering a new generation of storytellers who will continue to make waves on international platforms.





Greenwich University’s Orientation Day for the Fall 2023-24 semester, 
held on October 21st, was an inspiring event that set the stage for a 
successful academic year. The day was marked by engaging activities, 
valuable guidance, and the spirit of unity among students, faculty, and 
alumni. The event, hosted by Ms. Laraib Nasir, a proud alumna and 
Coordinator Department of Humanities & Publicist, proved to be an 
exciting start for the incoming students.

Societies and Guidance: 
The day kicked off with students immersing themselves in the vibrant 
student societies that Greenwich University has to offer. From cultural 
clubs to academic organizations, students had the opportunity to 
explore various extracurricular activities that align with their interests 
and passions. Recitation from Mr. Abdul Hadi, Manager of Admissions, 
set a positive tone for the evening with a recitation, creating an 
atmosphere of inspiration. The welcome addresses by Dean Dr. 
Muhammad Shaiq and Dr. Muhammad Asif Khan provided students 
with a warm introduction to the academic community, fostering 
a sense of belonging. Mr. Naveed Ahmed Mughal, Student Provost, 
shared insightful perspectives, guiding students on their academic 
journey. Sir Fahim enlightened the audience about the Greenwich 
University Constituent College, GGI, providing a glimpse into the wider 
educational ecosystem.

Interactive Sessions:
The event featured informative sessions to familiarize students 
with the university’s systems and policies. Mr. Sheeraz, Manager of 
IT, demonstrated the functionalities of the student portal, ensuring 
students are well-equipped to navigate the technological aspects of 
their academic experience. Ms. Anum Durrani, Deputy Controller of 
Examination, emphasized the importance of adhering to policies and 
codes of conduct.

Introduction to Departments and Alumni Inspiration:
Ms. Eesha Ali, Chef of the Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (ODEI), 
provided a brief introduction to each department and their respective 
points of contact. Ms. Amena Khan, a proud alumna and CEO of Dream 
Team Films, shared her inspiring journey and motivated the freshers to 
dream big.

Time Capsule Activity:
The highlight of the evening was the Time Capsule Activity led by Sir 
Rohail and Naveed Mughal. Students wrote their names and wishes on 
chits, placing them in a chained box. In a thrilling moment, Ms. Amena 
Khan randomly selected two chits, awarding fully funded scholarships 
to one male and one female student. This symbolic gesture added an 
element of excitement and opportunity to the orientation day.

Musical Closure:
The evening came to a close with an enchanting performance by 
Mohsin Ali, Abdullah, Sitara, and the music society team. Their musical 
talents resonated, leaving a memorable imprint on the hearts of 
everyone present.

Conclusion:
The Orientation Day at Greenwich University for Fall 2023 was a 
testament to the institution’s commitment to providing a holistic and 
inspiring academic experience. As new faces became lifelong friends 
and dreams took flight, the event marked the beginning of a promising 
academic adventure for the incoming students. Together, the 
Greenwich community embarked on a journey towards a successful 
and fulfilling academic year.

O
rientation 

D
ay Fall 

2023



Greenwich University achieved a significant milestone by 

hosting the Inaugural IBCC Annual Conference 2023 on 

December 22, 2023. The evening proved to be a confluence 

of intellectual discourse and networking, uniting notable 

personalities from the educational and corporate sectors. 

The event was graced by the presence of distinguished 

guests, including Mr. Ejaz Ahsan, Regional Director, IBCC, 

Mr. Ghulam Ali Mallah, Executive Director, IBCC, Mr. Iftikhar 

Sheikh, President, Karachi Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry (KCCI), Mr. Qaisar Alam, Chairman, Federal Board 

of Intermediate, Prof. A Q Mughal, Research Professor, Ms. 

Seema Mughal, Vice-Chancellor, Greenwich University, along 

with Vice-Chancellors from various public and private sector 

universities, Principals, and Heads of Schools and Colleges. 

The evening began with a warm welcome from Research 

Professor A Q Mughal, who extended greetings to all honorary 

guests, setting a tone that truly represented Greenwich 

University as the host of the evening. In her address, Vice-

Chancellor Ms. Seema Mughal highlighted the affiliation of the 

Pre-University Program at GGI, underscoring the university’s 

commitment to fostering a diverse and inclusive culture 

within the educational realm. The conference served as an 

invaluable platform for meaningful discussions, fostering 

collaboration between institutions and creating a conducive 

environment for academic progress. 

The conference concluded on a melodious note with a 

captivating qawwali night, providing a fitting end to a day of 

insightful discussions and networking. Greenwich University 

is dedicated to providing quality education and creating an 

environment that encourages innovation and research. With 

a mission to produce future leaders, the university strives to 

deliver a transformative educational experience

IBCC
Annual
Conference 2023



Voices of Empathy Resonate in Solidarity with Palestine

In a demonstration of empathy and a commitment to fostering a 

culture of inclusivity, Greenwich University recently witnessed a powerful 

collaboration between the Office of Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion and 

students from the Communication Skills Class on 9th November, 2023. 

The event, marked by poignant speeches and powerful acts, served as a 

platform for the university community to stand in solidarity with Palestine, 

offering a beacon of compassion in a world often filled with noise.

The Office of Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion at Greenwich University has long 

been at the forefront of initiatives that champion understanding, unity, 

and respect for diverse perspectives. Teaming up with students from the 

Communication Skills Class, this collaboration aimed to amplify voices that 

are often marginalized and to shed light on the humanitarian concerns 

surrounding the ongoing situation in Palestine.

The event featured heartfelt speeches from students who poured their 

hearts into articulating the experiences, challenges, and hopes of the 

Palestinian people. The sincerity with which the students approached the 

topic resonated throughout the front courtyard, fostering an atmosphere 

of shared humanity and connection.

The students effectively conveyed powerful messages through a 

combination of art, speeches, and strategic awareness initiatives. By 

placing their projects along the front courtyard walls, they transformed 

the space into a vibrant canvas of expression. Each painting and piece of 

work became a tribute to the strength of their voices, with vivid colors and 

impactful messages resonating in every stroke.

The murals, in particular, served as a creative medium to amplify their 

message of peace. The intentional and thoughtful creation of each mural 

allowed the students to articulate their thoughts and aspirations out loud. 

Through this visual representation, the students successfully brought their 

advocacy for peace to life, turning the front courtyard into a powerful 

symbol of their commitment to a better world.

In a world where divisions often drown out the voice of compassion, the 

event at Greenwich University stood as a demonstration of the power 

of empathy. The collective voices echoed a message of understanding, 

compassion, and a shared commitment to building bridges of solidarity. It 

was not just an event; it was a manifestation of the university’s dedication 

to nurturing global citizens who empathize with the struggles of others and 

work towards a world where everyone is heard and valued.

In these moments of solidarity, Greenwich University continues to inspire 

its students and faculty to be not just learners but empathetic leaders who 

understand the world around them and actively contribute to creating a 

more compassionate and understanding society.

The Office of Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion



Greenwich University Participates in 
U.S. University 

 2023Fair
On September 19, 2023, Greenwich University joined 

the U.S. University Fair 2023, a significant event that 

brought together multiple national and international 

universities to develop educational exchanges and 

explore opportunities for students in the United States 

of America. This annual fair serves as a platform 

for universities to connect, share insights into their 

education systems, and discuss pathways for 

students interested in studying abroad.

Representatives from Greenwich University included 

counselors Miss Noor Jehan and Miss Rabia Alavi, 

alongside Miss Esha Ali from the Office of Diversity, 

Equity, and Inclusion and Miss Mahwish from School 

of Fashion. Their participation ensured Greenwich 

University’s commitment to broadening its global 

footprint and creating valuable connections for 

its student body. Through their engagement at 

the fair, Greenwich’s team gained insights into the 

U.S. education landscape, aiming to strengthen 

academic partnerships and expand prospects for 

Greenwich students interested in pursuing higher 

education in the United States. This initiative aligns 

with Greenwich’s mission of an inclusive and globally-

connected learning environment.



USEFP
visits Greenwich- Facilitating 
your plans to study in the US	

Greenwich University took a step towards empowering 

its students with global educational opportunities by 

hosting an insightful session conducted by Education USA 

advisers on Monday, 11th September 2023. The event, held 

at the Greenwich University Auditorium at 10 AM, provided 

students with valuable insights into the intricacies of 

researching graduate schools and programs, financing 

studies in the U.S, and navigating the essential documents 

required for successful applications.

The session, organized by Ms. Afshan Omar, Career 

Counsellor, and facilitated by Ms. Eesha Ali, Chief Director 

of ODEI (Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion), aimed to 

guide students through the process of pursuing graduate-

level education in the United States. Ms. Shiza Toor, Senior 

Advisor - Education USA, and Mr. Omer Bashir, Education 

USA Advisor, spearheaded the interactive session, sharing 

comprehensive information on applying for an F-1 visa 

and crucial pre-departure preparations.

Students keen on exploring opportunities in the United 

States received detailed insights into various aspects, 

including Fulbright scholarships and exchange programs. 

The session allowed students to engage with experienced 

Education USA advisers, creating an open forum for 

questions and discussions related to studying in the USA.

The collaborative efforts of Ms. Afshan Omar, Ms. 

Eesha Ali, and the Education USA team ensured that 

Greenwich University students received firsthand 

information on the intricacies of the application process, 

financial considerations, and the broader landscape of 

opportunities available in U.S. higher education.

This initiative aligns with Greenwich University’s 

commitment to providing holistic support to its students, 

enabling them to make informed decisions about their 

academic and professional pursuits on a global scale. 

The university continues to foster an environment that 

encourages exploration and empowers students to 

achieve their aspirations in the international education 

landscape.



Danish Kadah
The Intellectual Colloquium

Where Diverse Ideas Meet and Minds Grow
On 28th August 2023, Greenwich University hosted an 

extraordinary event—’Danish Kadah’ - The Intellectual 

Colloquium—bringing together literary giants, maestros 

of the Urdu language, and members of the Performing 

Art and Film Society for a day of thought-provoking 

discussions. Mentored by Mr. Faham Uddin Haqqi, the 

event became a space for exploring the intersection of 

ideas, culture, and intellectual development.

Students from Religious Studies, Philosophy, and 

Logic & Critical Thinking participated in this enriching 

colloquium, delving deep into diverse perspectives and 

embracing critical thought. The auditorium was alive 

with interactive sessions, where scholars and students 

exchanged views, creating a dynamic environment 

that bridged the gaps between disciplines.

The colloquium reflected the essence of SDG 4: Quality 

Education, promoting inclusive and equitable quality 

education and fostering lifelong learning opportunities 

for all. It emphasized the importance of critical thinking 

and the intellectual growth of students, encouraging 

them to engage with ideas beyond their fields of study.

As Albert Einstein once said, “The important thing is not 

to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for 

existing.” This event embodied that spirit of curiosity, 

encouraging students to question, discuss, and expand 

their understanding of the world.



Urdu Conference
2023

A Celebration of Language, Heritage, and Culture

On 31st August 2023, the Urdu Conference at Greenwich 

University, organized by students of the Functional Urdu 

course, was a literary celebration that brought together 

prominent figures from the world of Urdu literature. The 

event, led by the esteemed Waris Raza, was a platform for 

the exchange of ideas, fostering a deep appreciation for 

the Urdu language and its rich cultural heritage.

Renowned poets and writers such as Usman Jamei, Muslim 

Ansari, Syed Kami Shah, Hidayat Sair, Imran Shamshad, 

and Syed Ali Baba graced the occasion, along with other 

celebrated names like Dr. Mana, Sana Shahid, Shahid 

Khan, Farrukh Izhar, and Hijaj Mehdi. Their participation 

created a vibrant atmosphere where discussions on the 

evolution of the Urdu language, its literary significance, 

and contemporary themes resonated with the attendees.

The conference was further elevated by the efforts of Zara 

Fatima, a Nigerian student who hosted the event, and 

Waris Raza, the president of the conference. The event 

featured a collection of research papers, novels, and 

poetry that explored the beauty and depth of Urdu, with 

a focus on inspiring the younger generation to embrace 

and promote this timeless language.

Aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goal (SDG) 4: Quality Education, the conference 

emphasized the importance of preserving linguistic 

heritage and encouraging young minds to take pride in 

their cultural identity. 

As poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz once said, “Urdu is not just 

a language; it’s a bridge between cultures.” This 

conference underscored the ability of language to create 

understanding and bring people together.



On September 30, 2023, the documentary Mohatta Palace was nominated at the Firstlift Film Festival and the Gandhara 

Independent Film Festival, earning global recognition for its evocative portrayal of love, poetry, and culture. Set against the 

iconic Mohatta Palace in Karachi, the film takes viewers on a visual journey that highlights the intersection of art, history, and 

human emotion.

Through beautiful storytelling, Mohatta Palace combines poetic music and classical dance, inviting the audience to delve 

into the beauty of Pakistan’s rich heritage and cultural values. The film explores love through the lens of poetry, reflecting the 

timeless connection between the written word and the heart. It was screened in both the UK and the US, captivating audiences 

and earning praise for its deep emotional resonance and artistic depth.

Aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions, Mohatta Palace 

underscores the role of art and culture in promoting unity, understanding, and global dialogue.

The nominations at these prestigious film festivals affirm the dedication and talent of its creators, whose work beautifully 

weaves together poetry, history, and love. Through its visual storytelling, Mohatta Palace offers a moving tribute to the power 

of art to bridge cultural divides and inspire emotional connection across the world.

“Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought and the thought has found words.” – Robert Frost

A Documentary Celebrating Poetry, Love, and Cultural Heritage

Mohatta Palace
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