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While showcasing Greenwich University’s cultural diplomacy initiatives, it also encapsulates a compilation of

different developments complementing Pakistan’s socio-cultural, economic and Political outcomes

17 April, 1953: Muhammad Ali 
Bogra is sworn as the new prime 
minister.

2 April 1954: Pakistan forms 
an    alliance with Turkey which, 
although not including military 
cooperation, opens the way to the 
Middle-East alliance due to its      
allowance of the entry of other         
nations.

April, 1962: Elections for the      
National[99] and provincial         
assembly were held on the basis of 
Basic Democracies.

21 April, 1972: Martial Law lifted; 
constitutional rule is restored in 
the country. Hamoodur Rahman          
is sworn in as Chief  Justice of      
Pakistan.

10 April, 1973: 1973 Constitution 
of Pakistan enacted by the National 
Assembly.

22 April, 2004: The Europe-
an    Parliament voted in favour of           
a new trade and cooperation agree-
ment with Pakistan, giving a vital 
boost to Islamabad’s relations with 
the European Union.

26 April, 2006: Pervez Musharraf 
lays foundation-stone of                    
Diamir-Bhasha dam.    

11 April, 2022: Shehbaz Sharif is 
sworn in as the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan.

Historic April

Positive Post is a strategic                       
effort to project achievement 
and contributions of Pakistan. 
While showcasing Greenwich 
University’s cultural diplomacy     
initiatives, it also encapsulates   
a   compilation    of  diffrent             
developments  complementing 
Pakistan’s socio-cultural,         
economic & Political outcomes
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Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
discussed investment opportu-
nities and the promotion of the 
digital economy with Kaan Ter-
zioglu, chief executive officer of 
VEON Group a telecommunica-
tions and digital services compa-
ny, state-run PTV said on X.

During a meeting with the 
VEON Group CEO at PM 
House, the prime minister “em-
phasised the promotion of dig-
ital investment in Pakistan”, the 
broadcaster said.

In the meeting, the prime minis-
ter outlined the successful auction 
of the 5G spectrum that was held 
last month, with 480 megahertz 
(MHz) sold for $507 million.

The three bidders —Zong, Jazz 
and Ufone had competed for the 
2,600MHz band, a key frequency 
range for 5G services. Zong ac-
quired 110MHz, Ufone 180MHz 
and Jazz 190MHz during the 

auction.

During the meeting, PM Shehbaz 
also shared details of the govern-
ment’s initiatives to digitise the 
economy by ensuring transparen-

cy and increasing youth participa-
tion in the IT sector, PTV added.
Terzioglu lauded the investment 
opportunities in Pakistan and the 
government’s efforts to establish 
a cashless economy, according 
to the report. He also expressed 
VEON Group’s intention to fur-
ther increase investment in the 
country, said the state broadcaster.
Apart from the spectrum auction, 
the government is also working 
on expanding satellite-based in-
ternet services, linking Pakistan 
with international cable systems 
to become an internet transit hub, 
and expanding fibre networks 
across the country.
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PM Shehbaz discusses investment opportunities, digital economy with VEON group chief

International Finance Corporation briefs Aurangzeb on ‘growing portfolio’ in Pakistan

A delegation from the Inter-
national Finance Corporation 
(IFC) called on Finance Minister 
Muhammad Aurangzeb and dis-
cussed its “growing portfolio in 
Pakistan, which now exceeds $2 
billion annually and approximate-
ly $2.7bn committed this year”, 
according to the finance ministry.
IFC is the private sector arm of 
the World Bank Group.

According to the ministry, the 
IFC delegation comprised IFC 
Divisional Director for Pakistan, 
Afghanistan and Central Asia 
Simon Andrews, World Bank 
Country Director for Pakistan 
Bolormaa Amgaabazar and IFC 
Country Manager Naz Khan.

Key areas of engagement in-
cluded financial sector support 
through risk-sharing and guaran-
tee         facilities to promote trade 
and small and medium-sized                        
enterprises (SME) financing;   ex-
pansion of local currency financ-
ing to mitigate foreign exchange 
risks; and upcoming initiatives 
such as a diversified payment 
rights facility and a green bond 
issuance with a leading local bank, 
the ministry said.

“Discussions focused on further 
scaling private sector investment, 
particularly in infrastructure              
and public-private partnerships,” 

it said.

The ministry added: “While prog-
ress had been made in areas such 
as urban water management and 
distribution efficiency projects, 
both sides acknowledged the need 
to develop a stronger pipeline of 
projects and enhance coordina-
tion to unlock larger-scale private 
investment in sectors including 
energy, transport, and logistics.”

The minister emphasised the im-
portance of adopting a client-cen-
tric approach to financing solu-
tions, particularly in facilitating 
local currency lending to support 
private sector growth and reduce 
exchange rate vulnerabilities, it 
said, adding that Aurangzeb un-
derscored that “such initiatives 
complement, rather than sub-
stitute, foreign currency inflows 

and are essential for sustainable            
economic expansion”.

“The meeting also covered               
collaboration on job creation, en-
trepreneurship, and innovation, 
including proposals for develop-
ing a venture capital ecosystem 
and strengthening private sector 
engagement in policy formula-
tion,” the ministry stated.

During the meeting, both sides 
discussed mechanisms to further 
institutionalise dialogue between 
government and business stake-
holders to support effective and 
responsive policymaking.

The broader discussions addressed 
regional economic connectivity, 
particularly with Central Asian 
countries, and the importance of 
leveraging emerging opportuni-

ties in agri-business, infrastruc-
ture, and trade linkages, it added.
Aurangzeb briefed the delegation 
on the government’s ongoing ef-
forts to maintain macroeconomic 
stability amid global uncertain-
ties, including proactive manage-
ment of energy supply chains, 
fiscal discipline, and targeted sub-
sidy frameworks.

The ministry stated that both 
sides reaffirmed their commit-
ment to deepening collaboration, 
accelerating implementation of 
priority initiatives, and leverag-
ing the full suite of World Bank 
Group instruments to support 
Pakistan’s reform agenda, private 
sector development, and sustain-
able, inclusive economic growth.

Aurangzeb welcomed Andrews 
on his recent appointment and 
appreciated the IFC’s enhanced 
engagement in Pakistan over the 
past few years, particularly in             
investment, trade finance, and  
advisory support.

He acknowledged the positive 
impact of IFC’s on-ground lead-
ership and responsiveness, noting 
that increased senior-level pres-
ence has significantly strength-
ened collaboration and delivery, 
the statement said.
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Pakistan and Norway on Wednes-
day signed the former’s first-ever 
carbon market deal under the 
Paris Agreement, according to an 
official press release.

According to the press re-
lease, “Pakistan and Norway on 
Wednesday signed the country’s 
first landmark bilateral agreement 
under Article 6.2 of the Par-
is Agreement, opening the door 
to international carbon trading, 
climate finance and major in-
vestment in clean energy and cli-
mate-smart agriculture.”

To tackle climate change and its 
negative impacts, world lead-
ers at the UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP21) signed the 
Paris Agreement on December 
12, 2015, according to the United 
Nations. The agreement included 
commitments from all countries 
to reduce their emissions and 
work together to adapt to the im-
pacts of climate change, and called 
on countries to strengthen their 
commitments over time.

The press release issued on 
Wednesday said that a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) 
signed in Islamabad under the 
auspices of the Ministry of Cli-
mate Change and Environmental 
Coordination marked Pakistan’s 
“formal entry into the global car-
bon market and is being seen as 
a breakthrough in the country’s 
climate diplomacy”.

Under the agreement, Paki-
stan will be able to develop car-
bon-credit generating projects 
in sectors such as clean energy, 
agriculture, transport and waste 
management and potentially sell 
the resulting emission reductions 
to Norway, the statement said

Minister for Climate Change 
and Environmental Coordina-
tion Musadik Malik termed the 
agreement a “historic milestone”, 
saying it would shift Pakistan 
from carbon market preparedness 
to practical implementation, the 
statement added.

“This is Pakistan’s first bilateral 
agreement under Article 6.2 and 
an important step towards imple-
mentation,” Malik said.

“It creates a credible pathway for 
international cooperation and 
investment in Pakistan’s climate 
priorities.”

Malik said the agreement would 
strengthen Pakistan’s position in 
international carbon markets and 
create new opportunities for the 
country’s emerging green economy.

“Carbon markets cannot be treat-
ed as an end in themselves. They 
must help countries like Pakistan 
finance transition pathways, create 
jobs, attract technology and deliv-
er real benefits to communities,” 
he said.

The climate minister said Pakistan 
had already put in place the coun-
try’s first national policy guide-
lines for carbon trading, approved 
by the federal cabinet in January 
2025, and was now moving to 
establish rules, reporting systems 
and bilateral arrangements needed 
to operationalise the market.

He said Pakistan had strong mit-
igation potential in sectors such 
as renewable energy, agriculture, 
transport and waste management, 
and that the agreement would 
encourage project developers and 
investors to move forward.

Addressing the signing ceremony, 
Norway’s Ambassador to Pakistan 
Per Albert Ilsaas said the accord 
marked the beginning of a new 
era in bilateral environmental co-
operation, the statement added.

“Pakistan is among the countries 
most affected by climate change, 
and we believe this partnership 
can deliver both measurable emis-
sion reductions and real develop-
ment benefits,” he said.

“Norway, which aims to become 
climate neutral by 2030, was seek-
ing to purchase Internationally 
Transferred Mitigation Outcomes 
(ITMOs) under Article 6, not to 
meet its formal climate targets but 
to go beyond them,” he said.

“Norway is not purchasing IT-
MOs to meet its nationally de-
termined contribution targets. We 
are purchasing them to achieve 
climate neutrality beyond those 
commitments,” he said.

Ilsaas said Norway’s Global Emis-
sion Reduction Initiative, launched 
in 2024 with a budget of $1.5 bil-
lion, would provide carbon finance 
to countries such as Pakistan.
       
“Through Norwegian Global 
Emission Reduction (Noger), we 
want to channel carbon finance 
into countries such as Pakistan 
and help bridge the gap in climate 
mitigation finance,” he said.

He added that Norway was 
looking beyond individual car-
bon-credit projects and was inter-
ested in large-scale programmes 
in renewable energy, industry and 
agriculture.

“We are looking beyond individ-
ual projects. We are interested in 
cooperation across entire sectors 
where climate policies can gener-
ate emission reductions at scale,” 
the ambassador said.

The ambassador said Norway had 
already signed similar agreements 
with Benin, Indonesia, Zam-
bia, Jordan and Senegal and was 
working to buy 15 million carbon 
credits by 2030.

The statement said that Ambas-
sador Ilsaas also invited Pakistan 
to present a broader pipeline of 
projects, specifically pointing to 
renewable energy ventures such 
as the Zhenfa 100-megawatt solar 
project and the Indus wind energy 
project as possible candidates for 
future cooperation.

“Both sides also agreed that the 
new ambitious pact could signifi-
cantly boost Pakistan’s access to 
climate finance and private-sec-
tor investment, while helping 
the country pursue low-carbon 
growth and meet its climate com-
mitments under the Paris Agree-
ment,” it concluded.
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‘Historic milestone’: Pakistan, Norway sign 
carbon market deal under Paris Agreement

Pakistan, Ethiopia eye 
maritime alliance

Pakistan and Ethiopia have 
agreed to explore establishing a 
trilateral maritime alliance, po-
tentially involving Djibouti, to 
enhance trade connectivity be-
tween Asia and Africa.

An understanding was reached 
during a meeting between Fed-
eral Minister for Maritime Af-
fairs Muhammad Junaid Anwar 
Chaudhry and Ethiopian Am-
bassador Dr Oumer Hussien, 
who called on the minister for 
the first time since assuming 
his diplomatic assignment. The 
two sides reviewed proposals 
and measures to expand bilateral 
trade and economic engagement.

During the meeting, the minister 
underscored Pakistan’s growing 
focus on expanding maritime 
links with African nations and 
proposed forming a three-coun-
try alliance comprising Pakistan, 
Djibouti, and Ethiopia. He added 
that the framework could be ex-
panded to include other countries 
through mutual consultation.

The minister highlighted that, 
despite being a landlocked coun-
try, Ethiopia could significantly 
enha¬nce its trade capacity by 
utilising the Port of Djibouti 
under a structured maritime ar-
rangement. He added that a for-
mal agreement could be signed 
once the necessary groundwork 
is complete, with a ceremony 
planned to mark the occasion.

Ambassador Dr Oumer wel-
comed the proposal and empha-
sised the need for technical con-
sultations between experts from 
both sides, with designated focal 
persons from each side to delib-
erate on operational modalities 
and develop a practical frame-
work for the proposed alliance.
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Pakistan, Italy to combat cultural heritage smuggling

Pakistan and Italy are set to roll 
out a structured bilateral cooper-
ation mechanism to counter the 
smuggling of stolen cultural her-
itage, as cases of antiquities traf-
ficking from Pakistan to Europe-
an markets continue to rise.

The proposed framework includes 
intelligence sharing, specialised 
training, capacity building, and 
the transfer of modern technol-
ogy to strengthen institutional 
responses against transnational 
crimes targeting cultural property.
Officials say it will function as a 
dedicated liaison channel between 
the Federal Investigation Agency 
(FIA) and Italy’s elite art-crime 
police.

FIA Director General Dr Us-
man Anwar attended a high-lev-
el Zoom briefing on Thursday 
delivered by Brigadier General 
Antonio Petti, Commander of the 
Carabinieri for the Protection of 
Cultural Heritage (TPC), Italy’s 
300-strong unit widely regarded 
as the world’s leading cultural po-
lice force.

“International cooperation is the 

only way to dismantle these net-
works. Cultural crime is trans-
national, and you cannot fight it 
alone,” Brig Gen Petti was quoted 
as saying during the briefing.

The virtual briefing follows com-
mitments made during Interior 
Minister Mohsin Raza Naqvi and 
FIA DG Dr Usman Anwar’s visit 
to Rome in February. During that 
visit, the two sides agreed to es-
tablish a formal mechanism, with 
facilitation from the Pakistan em-
bassy in Rome, to curb the smug-
gling of cultural artifacts.

“This partnership gives FIA ac-
cess to the best forensic tools, da-

tabases, and operational tactics in 
the world,” Dr Usman Anwar told 
Dawn after the briefing.

The briefing session comes after 
a sharp uptick in thefts from ar-
chaeological sites in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa and Punjab. In 2025 
alone, the FIA reported seizures 
of smuggled Gandharan and 
Buddhist artifacts worth over $3.2 
million.

In February, the agency busted a 
major ring in Taxila attempting to 
move 2nd-century statues to Eu-
rope via Dubai.

During session, Brig Gen Petti 

shared best practices used by the 
Carabinieri TPC, which has re-
covered more than three million 
stolen artifacts since 1969.

The Italian unit maintains “Leon-
ardo”, the world’s largest database 
of stolen art, which FIA officers 
will now be trained to access in 
real time.

Under the upcoming framework, 
Pakistan and Italy will establish 
a dedicated FIA-Carabinieri li-
aison desk in Rome. The first co-
hort of FIA officers is scheduled 
to begin joint training at the Car-
abinieri’s academy in Rome in the 
third quarter of 2026 ( July-Sept 
period).

A formal MoU to codify the co-
operation is expected to be signed 
in Islamabad next month. The 
Zoom interaction marks a sig-
nificant step toward sustained 
coordination, joint initiatives, and 
knowledge exchange between the 
FIA and the Italian Carabinieri, 
as both countries move to protect 
cultural heritage from transna-
tional criminal networks.
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Pakistan may become ‘fourth most populated nation’ in five years

Federal Minister for Health Syed 
Mustafa Kamal said on Wednes-
day Pakistan will surpass Indone-
sia in population growth within 
the next five years.

“Pakistan is currently the fifth 
most populous cou¬ntry in the 
world, and at the current growth 
rate, it is projected to surpass In-
do¬nesia in next five ye¬ars. The 
rapidly increasing population 
has become a serious national 
challe¬nge, placing imm¬ense 
pressure on healthcare, education, 
infrastructure, and employment 
sectors,” the minister said while 
chairing a meeting to review the 
growing population challenge and 
its implications for the country’s 
health system and national re-
sources.

He said the country’s population 
is increasing by around 6.2 mil-
lion people annually, which ex-

ceeds the total population of some 
countries such as New Zealand.

He noted that unchecked popula-
tion growth was straining nation-
al infrastructure and undermining 
effective planning. “If we fail to 
control population growth, our vi-
sion for sustainable development 
will remain unachievable,” the 
minister said, stressing the urgent 
need to reduce the fertility rate 

from 3.6 to 2.0.

Health minister says country may 
surpass Indonesia in population 
growth

Highlighting global best practic-
es, Mr Kamal said that countries 
like Bangl¬adesh, Indonesia and 
Iran have successfully managed 
population growth through ef-
fective strategies, enabling them 

to provide better services to their 
people.

He reiterated that the ministry 
of health, in collaboration with 
all stakeholders, was committed 
to ensuring coordinated and in-
tegrated efforts to address the 
pressing issue.

He further stressed the need for 
collective national awareness and 
responsibility to tackle the popu-
lation challenge, noting that ris-
ing population remains a signifi-
cant burden on the health system.
Adviser to the finance minister 
Adnan Pasha Sid¬d¬i¬qui assured 
full financial and policy support 
from the ministry to control pop-
ulation growth. He emphasised 
that strong coordination among 
all relevant institutions will be en-
s¬ured to effectively address the 
national challenge.
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American scholars are increasingly 
highlighting Pakistan’s expanded 
diplomatic role as the Islamabad 
talks between the United States 
and Iran stretched into an inten-
sive negotiating session.

After 21 hours of continuous 
talks, US Vice President JD Vance 
clarified that Pakistan had made 
a strong effort to help the pro-
cess succeed. He said: “Whatever 
shortcomings in the negotiations 
were not because of the Pakistanis, 
who did an amazing job and really 
tried to help us and the Iranians 
bridge the gap and get to a deal.”

The talks covering Iran’s nucle-
ar programme, sanctions relief, 
frozen assets, economic arrange-
ments and regional security issues 
took place alongside expert-level 
exchanges and written propos-
als, suggesting a structured and 
increasingly formal negotiation 
process.

Michael Kugelman, Senior Fel-
low for South Asia at the Atlantic 
Council, has described Pakistan’s 
position in elevated terms.

“Pakistan’s role has shifted from 
facilitator and go-between to di-
rect mediator and peace negotia-
tor. For now, at least, Pakistan’s in 
the driver’s seat in the difficult & 

delicate effort to guide the US & 
Iran to an off ramp,” he wrote.

Kugelman also stressed that the 
current diplomatic effort is far 
more complex than earlier exam-
ples of Pakistani mediation, say-
ing: “Some have cited precedents 
for Pakistani mediation, e.g., facil-
itating US-China normalisation, 
helping w/US-Taliban talks. Let’s 
be clear: What it’s doing now try-
ing to end conflict [between] two 
deeply hostile states who see eye 
to eye on [very] littleis much more 
ambitious. A massive lift.”

Elizabeth Threlkeld, South Asia 
Program Director at the Stimson 
Centre, has emphasised Pakistan’s 
geopolitical positioning and bal-
ancing act among competing re-
gional powers.

“Pakistan borders Iran … it also 
has strong ties with Saudi Arabia. 
Pakistan has rebooted its relation-
ship with Washington over the 
course of the last year with the 
second Trump administration.”

“And it also has a strong relation-
ship with China. And so over the 
course of the conflict and, indeed, 
even before this conflict began, 
Pakistan had played a quiet and 
helpful role in trying to pass mes-
sages among all of those sides and 

particularly the US and Iran.”

She added: “And in this case, it 
really has managed to walk a very 
difficult tightrope in bringing 
these talks together, at a moment 
when it had a lot on the line in 
terms of its own liabilities in this 
conflict, given its exposure.”

Threlkeld also pointed to the dip-
lomatic payoff for Islamabad’s 
recent engagement with Wash-
ington: “Pakistan has very deftly 
managed to rebuild its relations 
with President Trump in his sec-
ond term. And in some ways, 
that’s already a victory for Pakistan 
because it succeeded in playing 
this role.”

Daniel Markey, also a Senior 
Fellow at the Stimson Centre, 
highlighted broader shifts in US 
engagement in South Asia, while 
reposting Vance’s pictures with In-
dian and Pakistani leaders. “These 
photos being almost exactly 1 year 
apart really do show the rapid up-

heaval in US South Asia policy,“ 
he noted.

Taken together, the views of 
American scholars suggest a no-
table reassessment of Pakistan’s 
diplomatic standing.

Kugelman emphasises Pakistan’s 
elevated role as being “in the driv-
er’s seat”.

Threlkeld highlights its balanc-
ing act across rival powers and its 
history of quiet message-passing 
diplomacy, while Markey situates 
the developments within a broader 
shift in US South Asia policy.

While the negotiations ultimately 
failed to produce an agreement, 
US analysts broadly converge on 
one point: Pakistan is no longer 
merely hosting or facilitating di-
plomacy between Washington and 
Tehran, but is actively shaping one 
of the most sensitive negotiation 
processes currently underway.
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‘Pakistan opened door to dialogue’: Islamabad 
becoming a direct mediator, say US scholars

Google has invested half a mil-
lion dollars in our company, said 
Syed Ijlal Jafri, Group Chief In-
formation Officer of Martin Dow 
Group, at the launch of Overseas 
Investors Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry’s flagship report 
“Recommendation for Pakistan’s 
Digital Future”.

The investment was in data and 
health tech, an industry the report 
estimates will grow to $2.19 tril-
lion in 2034 from $387.8 billion 
in 2025. Currently, countries such 
as Bangladesh are becoming pre-
ferred markets for e-marketplace 
health investments, with apps 
such as Maya offering on-demand 
consultations, similar to Pakistan’s 
Sehat Kahani model.

However, health tech is a small 
part of a broader tech picture. 

In Pakistan, the digital econo-
my could contribute five to seven 
per cent to GDP by 2030 if bot-
tlenecks were addressed. While 
there has been strong momentum 
towards digitisation, as indicated 
by the country’s $3.8bn IT and 
IT-enabled exports in FY25 and a 
freelance economy of $779 million 
in earnings, there are significant 
infrastructure gaps.

While 5G has been auctioned and 
the telcos have geared up their in-
vestments, the report outlines that 
only about 18 per cent of cellular 
towers are connected through op-
tical fibre cable compared to the 
global benchmark of around 40pc, 
limiting preparedness for existing 
technologies.

The Ministry of Information Tech-
nology and Telecommunication 

plans to expand fibre-optic con-
nectivity to 7.5 million homes over 
the next five years, from the current 
2m fibre-to-the-home subscribers. 
However, OICCI’s report raises 
“serious implementation concerns, 
given the current ground realities,” 
especially since the regulatory duty 
was raised to 20pc last year from 
10pc, increasing costs by 107pc 
and deterring expansion of the fi-
bre-optic network.

While there is a lot that needs im-
provement, there have been glim-

mers of progress, which include 
better rankings on the Network 
Readiness Index and the reduc-
tion in the mobile internet gen-
der gap. Quoting GSMA data, 
the report states 8 million women 
gained access to mobile internet 
in 2024, reducing the gender gap 
from 38pc to 25pc, the first major 
drop since 2021, driven primarily 
by increased usage by females in 
rural areas.
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Health techs attracting foreign investment



Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
on Thursday said the Centre and 
provinces need to set their priori-
ties and make collective efforts to 
provide relief to the needy amid 
the global oil crisis triggered by 
the US-Israeli war on Iran.

He made the remarks while ad-
dressing a high-level meeting, at-
tended by Chief of Defence Forc-
es Field Marshal Asim Munir, 
the chief ministers from all four 
provinces and federal ministers.

The premier said that the Centre 
and provinces should utilise their 
resources sagaciously and curtail 
their development projects as 
much as possible while also util-
ising their resources on agricul-
tural-related initiatives.

“We have to spend this money on 
public goods and transport. Now 
we have to set our priorities joint-
ly,” he added.

He also highlighted the govern-
ment’s initiatives to protect the 

economy and the common man 
from the adverse impact of the 
global oil crisis.

In his remarks, PM Shehbaz 
also said that like other countries 
across the world, Pakistan was 
“being severely affected by this 
war”.

He added that after achieving 
macroeconomic stability, the 
“time for prosperity and devel-
opment had arrived but unfortu-

nately, as a result of this war, we 
are facing unlimited economic 
difficulties”.

He said two Pakistani vessels that 
were “waiting to pass through the 
Strait of Hormuz” were able to 
do so thanks to the efforts made 
by Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar and 
CDF Munir.
“In recent days, arrangements 
were made for 20 more Paki-
stani-flagged vessels” [to pass 

through the strait], which will see 
further progress in the coming 
days,” he highlighted.

He also recalled that his teams 
held separate meetings with the 
chief ministers soon after the 
conflict sparked, after which it 
was decided to “pass on” hikes of 
Rs55 in petroleum prices.

The PM also highlighted the var-
ious austerity measures undertak-
en by the government, especially 
thanking PPP Chairman Bilaw-
al Bhutto-Zardari for “showing 
great interest” and calling upon 
him, as well as President Asif Ali 
Zardari for holding meetings.

“We gave a blanket cover in these 
three weeks, and regarding this, 
the Centre contributed Rs129bn. 
We made a Rs100bn cut in the 
Public Sector Development Pro-
gramme and we added the sav-
ings into the account, from which 
the Centre bore the expenses,” he 
said.
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PM Shehbaz says Centre, provinces need to make collective efforts to provide relief amid global oil crisis

First Lady Aseefa Bhutto Zardari 
has urged public cooperation as 
the nationwide anti-polio cam-
paign is set to begin from April 
13.

The week-long campaign aims to 
vaccinate over 45 million children 
under the age of five across all 
provinces and regions as part of 
the ongoing efforts to eradicate 
polio.

In a statement released, Aseefa 
called on families and communi-
ties across Pakistan to fully coop-
erate with the upcoming nation-
wide polio vaccination campaign 
to ensure that every child is pro-
tected from the crippling disease.

Pakistan, she said, stood at 
a   “critical juncture” in its fight 
against the virus. “Years of sus-
tained effort have brought the 
country closer to eradication, 
with the coming phase repre-
senting the final stretch where 
reaching every child is essential,” 

she stated.

“From April 13 to 19, front-
line health workers will conduct 
door-to-door visits, covering 
urban centres as well as remote 
communities.

“In addition to administering 
polio drops, children will also 
receive Vitamin A supplemen-
tation to support immunity and 
healthy growth,” Aseefa said.

In her statement, the first lady 
also highlighted measurable 
progress.

“In 2025, 31 cases of polio were 
reported nationwide, while in 
2026, only one case has been re-
corded so far.” However, she cau-
tioned that the threat persists.

“As long as the virus exists                     
anywhere, it remains a risk every-
where.”

She stressed the need for con-
sistency, urging parents and 
caregivers to ensure their chil-
dren receive vaccination in ev-
ery               campaign, alongside 
routine           immunisation.

The first lady also acknowledged 
the contribution of frontline 
workers, whose continued efforts 
remain central to reaching every 
household.

She called for collective resolve, 
emphasising that ending po-
lio was now within reach and             
depends on the participation of 
parents, families, communities 
and institutions alike. No child, 
she underscored, can be left be-
hind.

The campaign will be conducted 
in coordination with Afghani-
stan, reflecting a shared commit-
ment to interrupt cross-border 
transmission and close remaining 
gaps.
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Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on 
Thursday launched the “PM Apna 
Ghar Programme” under which 
housing loans of Rs10 million will 
be given on easy instalments.

The scheme will be implemented 
in the federal capital, all four prov-
inces, as well as Gilgit-Baltistan 
and Azad Jammu and Kashmir.

Addressing the launch ceremony 
in Islamabad, PM Shehbaz said 
a total of 500,000 housing units 
will be constructed under the pro-
gramme, supported by a total allo-
cation of Rs3.2 trillion.

The loans are to be returned in 20 
years, he said. During the first 10 
years, the markup on the loan will 
be 5 per cent, while in the next 10 
years it will be charged at the mar-
ket rate at the time.

The premier said that for the first 
year, the government has set a 
target to fund 50,000 houses for 
which an amount of Rs321 billion 
had been earmarked. Under the 
scheme, a maximum of 10 marla 
housing units will be allowed to 
be built.

PM Shehbaz said he would per-
sonally review the programme’s 
progress on a monthly basis to ad-
dress any shortcomings and ensure 
timely payments.

Besides the new housing pro-
gramme, under the PM Fuel 
Package 2026, Rs1.2bn has been 
disbursed digitally to over 32,000 
beneficiaries, including operators 
of buses, trucks, long-haul vehi-
cles, and delivery vans. The ini-
tiative aims to provide relief amid 
rising fuel costs.

Meanwhile, the European Invest-
ment Bank’s international devel-
opment arm, EIB Global, is com-
mitting a total of €160m to help 
Pakistan rebuild homes in Sindh 
and to improve water quality in 
Karachi – the country’s largest city.

PM Shehbaz launches 
Rs10m housing loans 
under Rs3.2tr ‘Apna 
Ghar Programme’In response to surging petrol 

prices and an ongoing energy 
crisis, the Sindh government has 
announced a monthly subsidy of 
Rs2,000 for registered motorcy-
clists across the province. Public 
transport and goods transport op-
erators will also receive monthly 
subsidies ranging from Rs70,000 
to Rs100,000.

A day earlier, the government 
further increased petrol prices by 
Rs137 per litre to a record-high of 
Rs458.4. The new price of petrol 
is also far higher than the increase 
in the international market, as 
PM Shehbaz decided to increase 
the petroleum levy to a record 
Rs160.61 per litre on petrol.

It was the second major increase 
in the fuel prices in less than a 
month after PM Shehbaz in-
creased the diesel and petrol pric-
es by Rs55 per litre last month. 
The cumulative increase in the 
petrol price within a month stands 
at 63%, and that of the high-speed 
diesel at 75%.

Addressing a press conference in 
Karachi on Friday, Sindh Chief 
Minister Murad Ali Shah said the 
subsidy aims to ease the burden on 
daily commuters as petrol would 
not be available at lower rates at 
fuel stations. He added that the 
application process would be op-
erational within two to three days, 
and subsidies would be linked to 
national identity cards and regis-
tered motorcycles.

The CM further stated that mo-
torcycle transfers would now be 
free of charge, and owners could 
register their vehicles in their 
name. “A subsidy of Rs100 per li-
tre will be provided, and the first 
transfers will be completed within 
15 days. Each registered motorcy-
clist will receive Rs2,000 directly,” 
he added.

Shah advised citizens to check 
their motorcycle registration on 
the Excise Department’s website 
and said that the subsidy is part 
of a targeted relief programme. 
He also noted support measures 
for small farmers, including a 
minimum wheat price of Rs3,500 
per maund and a Rs1,500 per 
acre subsidy for farmers with up 
to 2 million acres, to offset loss-

es caused by rising diesel prices. 
Payments to farmers will begin on 
April 6.

CM Murad also said the province 
would independently administer 
the programme for a one-month 
trial period, following discussions 
on a third proposal. He clarified 
that the final plan comprises four 
components, with two admin-
istered by the provinces and one 
by the federal government, but 
funding will be provided to the 
provinces.

He highlighted that Sindh has 6.7 
million registered motorcycles, 
many of which are not registered 
in the actual owner’s name. “We 
decided that Rs100 per motorcy-
clist will be provided as subsidy,” 
he said.

The chief minister also stressed 
coordination with the federal 
government, noting that provin-
cial leaders participated in a his-
toric meeting chaired by President 
Asif Ali Zardari to discuss energy 
imports and subsidy measures. 
He explained that while subsidies 
were initially extended broadly, 
IMF guidance advised targeting 
relief toward those most affected 
by rising fuel costs.

Shah added that the long de-
liberations led to the decision 
to provide targeted subsidies to 
motorcyclists, small farmers, and 
transport operators to alleviate the 
economic impact of rising petro-
leum prices.

Punjab, Islamabad announce free 
public transport

Punjab Chief Minister Maryam 
Nawaz announced that public 
transport across all cities in the 

province will be made free of 
charge.

Under the decision, passengers will 
not be required to purchase tickets 
on services including the Orange 
Line Train, Metro Bus, Speedo 
Bus, and Green Electro Bus.

In addition, the chief minister an-
nounced direct financial support 
for the agriculture sector. She said 
that all wheat-growing farmers in 
Punjab with landholdings of up 
to 25 acres would receive a die-
sel subsidy of 10 litres per acre at 
Rs150 per litre.

Motorcyclists will also benefit 
from a subsidy of Rs100 on 20 li-
tres of fuel for each registered bike 
owner.

She praised Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif for maintaining 
petroleum product supply and 
prices for a month despite global 
pressures, saying that “by provid-
ing billions of rupees in relief, the 
prime minister has made a sincere 
effort to protect the public from 
hardship”.

Furthermore, the public transport 
in the capital will also be made free 
of cost for the next 30 days, on the 
directives of the prime minister, 
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi 
wrote in a post on X.

According to the minister, the 
initiative will take effect from 
Saturday and is aimed at provid-
ing relief to the general public 
amid rising economic pressures. 
He added that the Ministry of 
Interior will bear the cost of the 
scheme, which is estimated at 
Rs350    million.

Courtesy: Dawn

Sindh govt announces monthly Rs2,000 subsidy for motorcyclists 
amid rising petrol prices



Mahira Khan’s latest film, Aag 
Lagay Basti Mein, has been bask-
ing in cinematic success ever since 
it was released on Eidul Fitr. The 
superstar took a moment to look 
back on Sunday and thank every-
one who made it possible.

She started the caption of her In-
stagram post thanking the film’s 
mastermind, Bilal Atif Khan, who 
wrote and directed the movie.

Mahira recalled how, when Bilal 
first came to her with the project, 
“I was listening with my eyes wide 
open, laughing while he narrat-
ed it. And then I told him I can’t 
do this, no one will believe it or 
want to believe it.” The director 
responded, saying he only consid-
ered her fit to play the role.

Mahira said she was incredibly 
proud of the debutant filmmaker, 
adding that, “I think I may have 
cried like your ama did for you.”
Next, she moved on to two of her 
long-standing team members, 
stylist Babar Zaheer and man-

ager Anushay Khan. Mahira said 
she loved Zaheer for making her 
character “raw, yet beautiful” and 
she thanked Anushay for her trust 
and confidence.

Art director Hira M Saad also got 
a nod for her work on the film, 
as did Abid Rizvi, the director 
of photography. Creative director 
Salman Noorani got a thank you 
too, especially for the heist scene, 
for which Mahira said, “mannn oh 
man, how cool was that”.

All the actors got a thank you note 
saying, “We shine better because 

of all of you.” Tabish Hashmi and 
Javed Sheikh got special men-
tions, with Mahira saying it was 
“an honour” to be in the same 
frame as Sheikh.

The film’s co-producer, Dr Ali Ka-
zmi was acknowledged for all the 
work he did behind the scenes, 
as were all the assistant directors, 
technicians, spot boys, drivers, 
wardrobe assistants and guards.

The last mention, of course, went 
to the actor’s co-star and the film’s 
producer, Fahad Mustafa. She 

thanked him for, “having the guts 
to make this film”, “having a heart 
big enough to give space for ev-
eryone to shine”, “having the pas-
sion to make a film like this” and 
“being a co-actor who elevates 
everyone around them” .

She also thanked audiences “for 
making this little baby such a big 
success”.

Mahira’s film, Aag Lagay Basti 
Mein, continues its theatrical run 
into its third week, playing at cin-
emas across Pakistan and abroad 
in the US, UK, UAE, Canada, 
Qatar, Bahrain and Oman.

The movie follows the escapades 
of Barkat (Mustafa) and Al-
mas (Mahira), a couple with big 
dreams and tight pockets. When 
Almas’ kleptomaniac streak and 
desire to life a luxurious life in 
Dubai push the two into a heist, 
chaos and comedy ensue as they 
find out there are bigger fish in 
the sea.

Courtesy: Dawn
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Iconic playback singer Ahmed 
Rushdi was remembered on his 
92nd birth anniversary on Friday, 
as media outlets paid rich tribute 
to the legendary artist born on 
April 24, 1934, for his enduring 
contributions to Pakistan’s music 
industry. Media outlets shared 
his remarkable body of work and 
paid heartfelt tribute to Ahmed 
Rushdi on his birth anniversary, 
highlighting his unmatched con-
tribution to Pakistan’s music in-
dustry and remembering him as 
a pioneering voice who redefined 
playback singing and pop music 
in the country. Ahmed Rushdi 
was one of Pakistan’s most prolific 
playback singers, recording over 
900 songs in a career spanning 

nearly 20 years. He became espe-
cially popular for his work with 
actors Waheed Murad, Kamal 
and Muhammad Ali, showcas-
ing remarkable versatility across 
fast-paced and emotional songs. 
His memorable tracks include 
“Dil Tumko De Dia Hai” and “Ae 
Abr-e-Karam” from Naseeb Apna 
Apna, along with iconic rendi-
tions like Habib Jalib’s “Pyar Mein 
Hum Ne Khaayi Hai Thokar.”  He 
also brought life to poetry by Sur-
oor Barabankvi and Himayat Ali 
Shair, proving his mastery across 
diverse lyrical styles. Rushdi re-
mains unmatched among male 
singers in Pakistan in terms of 
sheer output. Beyond films, his 
contribution to television in the 

1960s was groundbreaking, help-
ing shape early music program-
ming and expanding the reach 
of popular music. Recognised as 
Pakistan’s first pop singer, he in-
troduced a new performance style 
on TV that included lip-syncing, 
dancing, and engaging directly 
with audiences. His appearances 
in shows like Sunday Ke Sunday 
and Sangeet Bahar, and later his 

own program Bazm-e-Rushdi, 
inspired a generation of young 
musicians. Ahmed Rushdi passed 
away in Karachi in April 1983, 
just days before his 49th birth-
day. His legacy continues to live 
on through his timeless voice, 
unforgettable performances and 
lasting impact on Pakistan’s music 
industry.

Courtesy: The Nation

Tribute paid to playback singer Ahmed Rushdi

Mahira Khan pens the most wholesome thank you note 
for the cast and crew of Aag Lagay Basti Mein


